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Will my solar power system cost less than my utility bill? 
 
Many customers see lower monthly cost right away for their solar power 
system, compared to their utility bill. For almost any customer, a solar power 
system can lower their total power expense over the life of the system.   
 
If you consume 700 kilowatt hour of electricity or more per month, a solar 
energy system can provide lower energy costs for you. 
 

Loan payments vs. utility bills
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Electricity rates have increased significantly.  Over the last 25 years, 
electricity rates for homeowners in California have risen by more than 5% a 
year, on average, year after year. 
 

Residential Electric Prices in California
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Source:  California Energy Commission; statewide weighted average electricity prices 

 
This increase in electricity rates is expected to continue as costs for fuel 
increase and as California utilities ponder expensive options to increase 
electricity production.   


